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I. — Wksleyan   Methodists   and   Colonial  Slavery. 

Wk  have  the  utmost  satisfaction  in  recording  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference,  assembled  at  Leeds,  on 
the  30Lh  July,  1830,  on  the  subject  of  Colonial  Slavery,  the  Rev.  George 
Morley  in  tlie  Chair.  The  Resolutions  are  in  the  very  highest  degree 
honourable  to  that  body,  and  cannot  fail  to  produce  results  the  most 
beneficial  to  the  interests  of  humanity  and  to  the  diffusion  of  religious 
light  among  the  oppressed  and  outraged  objects  of  their  active  zeal  and 
unwearied  benevolence.     They  are  thus  expressed  : — 

*'  The  Conference  taking  into  consideration  the  laudable  efforts  which 
are  now  making  to  impress  the  public  with  a  due  sense  of  the  injustice 
and  inhumanity  of  continuing  that  system  of  slavery  which  exists  in 
many  of  the  colonies  of  the  British  Crown,  and  to  invite  a  general 
application  to  Parliament,  by  petition,  that  such  measures  may  in  its 
wi.sdom  l>e  ado))tod  as  shall  speedily  lead  to  the  universal  termina- 
tion of  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  so  large  a  portion  of  our  fellow  men, 
resolve  as  follows: — 

"  1.  That  as  a  body  of  Christian  Ministers,  they  feel  themselves 
called  upon  again  to  record  their  solemn  judgment,  that  the  holding 
of  human  beings  in  a  state  of  slavery  is  in  direct  opposition  to  all  the 
principles  of  natural  right,  and  to  the  benign  spirit  of  the  religion  of 
Christ. 

"  2.  That  the  system  of  bondage  existing  in  our  West  India  Colonies 
is  marked  with  characters  of  peculiar  severity  and  injustice,  inasmuch 
a£  a  great  majority  of  the  slaves  are  doomed  to  labours  inhumanly 
wastinc:  to  health  and  life  ;  and  are  exposed  to  arbitrary,  excessive,  and 
degrading  punishments,  without  any  effectual  protection  from  adequate 
and  inipartiallv  administered  laws. 
"'  '>.  That  the  Conference  having  long  been  engaged  in  endeavouring 
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ihi-  instruction  an<l  ovuiif^clizalion  of  Uie  Pa'^txn  NoLjroes  of  our  West 
India  Colonies  bv  numerous  and  expensive  .Missions,  supported  liy  the 
pious  liberality  of  the  Friends  of  Reli^^ion  at  home,  h.ive  had  painful 
experience  of  llie  unfavourable  intiuence  of  a  state  of  slavery  upon  the 
moral  improvem(>nl  of  a  class  of  men  most  entitled  to  the  syiiifiathy  and 
help  of  all  true  t'lirislians ;  that  the  patient  and  devoted  men  uIkj  liavt- 
laboured  in  the  work  (jf  Nciro  conversion,  have  too  often  been  made 
the  objects  of  oblocpiy  and  persecution,  from  that  very  contempt,  or 
fear  of  the  Ne^^roes,  which  a  system  of  slavery  inspires ;  that  the  vio- 
lent prejudices  of  caste,  founded  u[)on  the  colour  of  the  skin,  and 
nurtured  by  a  state  of  slavery,  and  inseparable  from  it,  have  opposed 
the  most  formidai)le  obstacles  to  the  employment  of  coloured  teachers 
and  missionarits,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  called  into  useful  em- 
ployment, in  considerable  numbers,  as  qualihed  instructors  of  their 
fellows  :  that  the  general  discoura<jfement  of  slave  marriages,  and  the 
fre(iuent  violent  separation  of  those  husbands  and  wives  who  have  been 
united  in  matrimony  by  missionaries,  have  served  greatly  to  encourage 
and  perpetuate  a  grossness  of  manners,  which  might  otherwise  have 
been  corrected  ;  that  the  nearly  absolute  control  of  vicious  masters,  or 
their  agents,  over  those  under  their  power,  is,  to  a  lamentable  extent, 
used  for  the  corrupting  of  the  young,  and  the  pollutiniz;  of  the  most 
hallowed  relations  of  life  ;  that  the  refusal  of  the  Lord's-day  to  the 
slave,  as  a  day  of  rest  and  religious  worship,  besides  fostering  the  habit 
of  entire  irreli^ion,  limits,  and  in  many  cases  renders  nugatory  every 
attempt  at  etticient  religious  instruction  ; — all  which  circumstances, 
more  or  less  felt  in  each  of  the  colonies,  demonstrate  the  incompatibility 
of  slaverv'  with  a  general  diti'usion  of  the  influence  of  morals  and  re- 
ligion, and  its  necessary  association  with  general  ignorance,  vice,  and 
wretchedness. 

"4.  That  the  Pieachers  assembled  in  Conference,  feel  themselves  the 
more  bound  to  exhort  the  Members  of  the  Methodist  Societies  and 
Cono-rcgations  at  home,  to  unite  with  their  fellow-subjects  in  presenting 
their  petitions  to  the  next  Parliament  to  take  this  important  subject  into 
its  earliest  consideration,  because  of  the  interesting  relation  v.hich 
exists  between  them  and  the  numerous  Methodist  Societies  in  the  West 
Indies,  in  which  are  no  fewer  than  24,000  slaves,  who,  with  their 
families,  have  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  Christianity  ;  and 
who,  in  so  many  instances,  have  fully  rewarded  the  charitable  toil  of 
those  who  have  applied  themselves  to  promote  their  spiritual  benefit, 
and  whose  ri^-ht  to  exemption  from  a  state  of  slavery,  is,  if  possible, 
streno-thened  by  their  being  partakers  with  us  of  '  like  precious  faith,' 
and  from  their  standing  in  the  special  relation  of  '  brethren  to  all 
who  themselves  profess  to  be  Christians. 

"  o.  That  the  Conference  fully  concurs  in  those  strong  moral  views  of 
the  evil  and  injustice  of  slavery,  which  are  taken  by  their  Icllow-chris- 
tians  of  diflerent  denominations,  and  in  the  purpose  which  is  so 
generally  entertained  of  presenting  petitions  to  Parliament  from  their 
respective  congregations  for  its  speedy  and  universal  abolition;  and 
earnestly  recommends  it  to  all  the  congregations  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,   to  express   in  this 
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manner,  that  is,  by  petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  from  each 
congregation,  to  be  signed  at  its  own  chapel,  and  presented,  as  early  as 
possible,  after  the  assembling  of  the  next  Parliament,  their  sympathy 
•with  an  injured  portion  of  their  race,  and  their  abhorrence  of  all  those 
principles  on  which  it  is  attempted  to  defend  the  subjection  of  human 
beings  to  hopeless  and  interminable  slavery, 

**  6.  That  the  Conference  still  further  recommend,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  to  such  of  the  Members  of  the  Methodist  Societies  as  enjoy 
the  elective  franchise,  that,  in  this  great  crisis,  when  the  question  is, 
whether  justice  and  humanity  shall  triumph  over  oppression  and 
cruelty,  or  nearly  a  million  of  our  fellow-men,  many  of  whom  are  also 
our  fellow-christians,  shall  remain  excluded  from  the  rights  of  humanity, 
and  the  privileges  of  that  constitution  under  which  they  are  born;  they 
will  use  that  solemn  trust  to  promote  the  rescue  of  our  country  from 
the  guilt  and  dishonour  which  have  been  brought  upon  it  by  a  criminal 
connivance  at  the  oppressions  which  have  so  long  existed  in  its  colonies, 
and  that,  in  the  elections  now  on  the  eve  of  taking  place,  they  will  give 
their  influence  and  votes  only  to  those  candidates  who  pledge  them- 
selves to  support,  in  Parliament,  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the 
entire  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  Colonies  of  the  British 
Empire." 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  have  been  pro- 
secuting tlieir  Christian  labours  in  our  slave  colonies  for  nearly  half  a 
century  ;  that  during  that  period  their  missionaries  have  been  brought 
into  close  contact  with  the  system  prevailing  there  ;  that  ihev  have  en- 
joyed daily  and  almost  hourly  opportunities  of  examining  its  real 
nature  and  eflects,  without  being  exposed  to  the  corrupting  and  de- 
moralizing influence  either  of  its  profits,  or  of  the  despotic  power  it 
confers  on  its  administrators  ;  and  that  the  Conference  have  now  been 
enabled  to  bring  before  the  public  the  result  of  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  hundreds  of  missionaries,  who,  for  fifty  years,  have  been 
toiling  and  suflTering  and  dying  in  their  divine  master's  service  ;  the 
unequivocal  and  decided  testimony  which  they  have  now  borne  to  the 
evils,  the  incurable  evils  of  slavery,  cannot  fail  to  produce  on  the  nation 
at  large  a  powerful  and  almost  irresistible  conviction  of  the  imperative 
obligation  wiiich  lies  upon  us  to  eflfect  its  early  and  entire  extinction. 

And  it  is  certainly  no  small  satisfaction  to  us,  exposed  as  we  have 
been  to  obloquy  of  the  grossest  kind  for  the  part  we  have  felt  it  our 
duty  to  take  in  this  cause  ;  accused  as  we  have  been  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, exaggeration,  and  deliberate  falsehood  in  the  facts  we  have  ad- 
duced and  the  views  we  have  exhibited  of  this  enormous  evil;  thus  to 
receive  from  a  body  of  witnesses  so  competent  and  so  unexceptionable, 
their  clear,  unbiassed,  and  unambiguous  confirmation  of  the  truth  and 
fidelity  of  our  general  statements  on  the  subject. 

If  any  one  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  compare,  for  example,  our  "  Brief 
View  of  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  Negro  Slavery  as  it  exists  in  the 
colonies  of  Great  Britain,''  which  was  first  drawn  up  and  published  in 
April  1823,*  with  these  resolutions,  the  spontaneous  and  unconcerted 

*  See  Preface  to  Substance  of  Debate  of  15Hi  May,  lb23,  p.  13. 
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judgment  of  this  hig:hly  respectable  body,  formed  on  the  mass  of  con- 
current information  furnished  by  hundreds  of  respectable  eye-witnesses, 
who,  durini^  halt' a  ct-ntury,  some  for  a  lon£:;cr  and  some  for  a  shorter 
period,  ha^-e  been  broui^ht  into  familiar  ac(|uaintance  with  slavery 
stripped  of  its  disguises,  and  as  it  exists  m  its  proper  and  intrinsic 
deformity,  he  will  tind  irretragable  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  our  deline- 
ations. And  this  corroboration  too  we  have  from  men  whose  zeal  brin^;s 
them  into  habits  of  constant  intercourse  not  only  with  slavery  in  our 
colonies,  but  with  the  lowest  states  of  poverty  and  depression  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  and  who  are  thereby  singularly  (pialitied  to  pro- 
nounce with  authority  on  the  supreme  degradatioa  and  wretchedness 
of  the  colonial  slave.  "  We  earnestly  entreit  our  readers  to  weigh  with 
attention  every  syllable  of  this  most  important  document, — the  most 
nnptirtant  which'  perhaps  has  yet  appeared  durini;  the  present  con- 
troversy,—for  every  syllable  of  it  is  fraught  with  meaning;  and  they  will 
tind  within  its  brief  compass  the  substance  of  many  a  bulky  pamphlet 
and  voluminous  Reporter,  expressed  with  a  force  and  fulness  which  wc 
have  seldom  seen  eijualled. 

Nor  is  this  all  which  this  body  has  done  to  promote  most  essentially 
the  Anti-Slavery  cause.    An  Appendix  to  their  Report  of  the  Wesley  an 
Missions  for  the  year  1829,  appeared  about  two  months  ago,  in  which 
they  lament  the  necessity  to  which  they  are  driven  of  making  known  to 
the' public  the  flagrant  and   unprovoked   instances   of  hostility  to  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel  which  have  occurred  in  the  island  of  Jamaica. 
The  Committee  atiirm  truly  that  they  have  shewn  no  inclination  to  in- 
dulge in  reproaches  ; — but  the  recent  systematic  and  repeated  attempts 
to  suppress  religious  liberty  in  Jamaica,  and  to  deprive  the  slaves  of  the 
Christian  inslnictions  of  the  Missionaries,  and  of  the  advantages  of 
public   worship,  do   not   permit   them  to  be  longer  silent.     The  Rev. 
Mr.  Orton  who  has  lately  returned  to  England,  his  liealth   broken  by 
harsh  and  illegal  imprisonment,  has  drawn  up  a  narrative  of  the  perse- 
cutions the  Missionaries  have  had  to  endure,  and  of  the  iniquitous  laws 
which  have  been  passed  by  the  legislature  with  the  view  of  destroying 
the   freedom  of  public   worship.      We  have  alreatly  distinctly  pointed 
out  the  harsh  and  revolting  tenor  of  the  clauses   introduced   into  the 
disallowed  Act  of  1826.     (Reporter,  No.  29,  p.  104  and  105.)     In  the 
Act  of  1H29,  likewise  happily  disallowed,  the  same  clauses  were  renewed 
with  a   very  considerable   aggravation  of  their  anti-christian   severity. 
The  Act  of  1826  permitted  licensed  ministers  to  perform  divine  worship 
in  licensed  places  at  any  time  before  eight  in  the  evening.     The  Act  of 
1829,  with  a  studied  and  deliberate  antipathy  to  religious  instruction, 
confined  the  celebration  of  divine  service  between  the  hours  of  sunrise 
and  sunset  it  being  well  known  to  the  framers  of  the  law  that  Wtween 
these  hours  it  is  physically  impossible  that  divine  service  should  be  per- 
formed or  Christian  instruction  given.     These  hours  comprehend   the 
very  hours  when  the  slaves,  men,  women  and  children  are  of  necessity 
labouring,  under  the  impulse  of  the  lash,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
beneath  a  vertical  sun  ;   for  the  law  empowers  the  master  to  compi.'l  the 
slave  to  be  in  thcji'ld  fioin  five  in  the  morning  till  sevtn  in  the  even- 
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ing,  independently  of  the  severe  night  labour  of  crop,  and  a  variety  of 
extra  services  which  he  is  forced  to  perform  boUi  for  his  master  and  for 
himself.  (See  Reporter,  No.  33,  p.  180,  «SlC.)  The  enactment  therefore 
had  it  directly  in  view  entirely  to  suppress  religious  instruction. 

Such  is  the  obvious  and  unquestionable  spirit  of  the  legislation  of 
Jamaica  in  respect  to  rehgious  missions.     Now  for  its  practice. 

"We  have  already  adverted  to  the  premeditated  midnight  and  ruffian- 
like  attack  made  on  the  Mission-house  at  St.  Ann"s  Bay.  on  the  Christ- 
mas-eve of  1826,  incited  by  a  sermon  preached  in  tiie  preceding  fore- 
noon by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Bridges,  and  perpetrated  by  men  wearing  the 
garb  and  assuming  the  character  of  gentleuien.  with  the  murderous 
design  of  taking  tlie  life  of  the  missionary  Mr.  Ratclifie,  his  wife  and 
child.  This  outrage  has  met  with  perfect  impunity.  We  have  also 
given  some  account  of  the  repeated  apprehension,  and  imprisonment  in 
a  noisome  dungeon,  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grimsdali,  a  \\  esleyan  missionary, 
who  sunk  under  the  oppressions  he  had  to  endure,  and  fell  at  length  the 
martyred  victim  of  the  persecuting  rage  of  his  enemies.  (No.  22,  p.  326.) 

In  tlie  Reporter,  No.  43,  p.  370,  will  be  found  a  further  account  of 
the  implacable  spirit  of  intolerance,  with  which  the  persecutors  of  Mr. 
Grimsdali,  unsatiated  with  his  blood,  continued  to  pursue  those  intrepid 
servants  of  Christ,  Mr.  Whitehouse  and  Mr.  Orton,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
.Grimsdali  in  his  missionary  labours  among  the  slaves;  and  who  under 
providence  have  only  escaj)ed  a  similar  fate  through  the  firm  interfer- 
ence of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  island,  Sir  W.  Scarlett,  seconded  by 
the  King's  Attorney  General. 

Not  satisfied  even  with  tnese  savage  and  remorseless  proceedingK, 
vexatious  prosecutions  for  perjury  and  other  crin)cs  were  instituted 
against  missionaries,  which,  though  they  terminated  in  an  houourabh; 
acquittal,  were  necessarily  a  source  of  most  di.stressing  annoyance. 
And  the  House  .of  Assembly,  falling  in  with  the  hostility  to  Christian 
missions  entertained  by  a  large  part  of  the  community,  did  not  scruple 
to  lend  its  aid  to  the  unhallowed  conspiracy  for  rooting  them  out  from 
the  island,  by  fastening  upon  the  missionaries  the  crimes  of  sedition, 
extortion,  and  licentiousness.  Fabricated  testimony,  slanderous  insinua 
tious,  and  notoriously  false  assertions  were  among  the  means  resort'  H 
to;  and  the  resolutions  on  the  subject,  with  the  evidence  on  wliieh 
ihey  were  founded,  remain  an  imperishable  monument  of  the  uicked 
arts  which  men  calling  themselves  legislators  could  employ  to  effect  the 
-impious  design  of  extinguishing  the  Christian  light  which  had  begun 
to  dawn  upon  the  slaves  in  that  den  of  darkness.  It  is  true,  tliat  warned 
by  the  remonstrances  of  their  friends  in  England,  paiiis  have  Ijeen  takf  n 
to  keep  from  the  view  of  the  British  parliament  and  public  these  perilous 
proofs  of  infamy  ;  but  we  apj->eal  fearlessly  to  the  documents  themselven 
as  justifying  all  that  is  said  of  them.  And  that  this  is  no  hasty  sentiment 
on  our  part  but  our  calm  and  mature  judgment  will  appear  by  turnin:; 
to  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work.  (See  RefKirters,  No.  4^,  p.  462, 
No.  50,  p.  24,  No.  55,  p.  162,  No.  62,  p.  2^1,  &c.  &c.  &c.)  But  thi^ 
IS  not  an  insulated  case.  It  is  merely  one  proof  sunong  manv  of  th. 
sadly  demoralizing  intlui.ncc  ot  slavery,  not  on  the  sl.n  ii!ori«  bni  of. 
the  master,  and  ot  the  utter  discredit  vvhiei;  is  justly  rhr  to  tin.  >ti(.n'/"s! 
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representations  of  slave  holders,  even  when  concurrently  made,  in 
favour  of  their  own  system.    (See  No.  62,  p.  296.) 

We  proceed  to  confirm  these  views  of  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly 
and  community  of  Jamaica  by  a  few  extracts  from  the  concluding  re- 
marks of  the  Comnwttee  of  the  Wosleyan  Missionary  Society,  in  the 
Appendix  to  their  Report. 

"  The  Committee  have  the  most  certain  means  of  knowing  that  as  far 
as  their  missions  are  concerned,  and  thev  doubt  not  as  to  all  others, 
more  false  and  unsupported  allegations  were  never  made  by  private 
prejudice,  than  are,  in  the  Report  of  the  Jamaica  '  Sectarian  Committee.' 
levelled  against  innocent  men  and  their  peaceable  congregations,  on  the 
authority  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Such  is  the  exact  and  constant 
superintendence  exercised  over  all  these  missions  by  the  Committee, 
that  it  is  impossible  that  such  evils  should  exist  without  their  own 
knowledge  of,  and  consequent  participation  in  them,  if  they  existed  at 
all ;  and  they  trust  that  they  have  a  character  sufficiently  responsible 
to  render  it  unnecessary  that  they  should  go  into  any  tbrmal  refutation 
of  charges  so  infamous.  It  is  enough  that  they  give  sufficient  reasons 
to  show,  that  the  statements  of  this  famous  Report,  have  produced  little 
conviction  in  Jamaica,  and  even  in  the  House  of  Assembly  itself,  and 
that  the  only  conclusion  which  can  be  rationally  arrived  at,  from  con- 
sidering the  whole  case,  is,  that  the  Report  was,  in  the  worst  sense  of 
tlie  phrase,  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  favouring  the  passing  of  the  New 
Slave  Law,  with  its  intolerant  clauses,  so  as  to  place  the  missions  con- 
ducted in  that  island  wholly  imder  the  power  of  the  local  government; 
a  power  which  the  above  statements  are  sufficient  to  prove  would  be  most 
intolerantly  used."     Appendix,  p.  18,  19. 

"  If  the  foul  charges  against  the  missionaries  contained  in  the  Report 
of  the  '  Sectarian  Committee,'  had  been  believed  in  Jamaica,  there  would 
surely  have  been  no  difficulty  in  carrying  through  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly those  clauses  respecting  religion  which  are  now  inserted  in  the 
Slave  Law  last  sent  home.  If  the  charges  of  extortion,  injury  to  the 
morals  of  slaves,  preaching  seditious  doctrines,  inciting  the  slaves  to  in- 
surrection, and  taking  the  hire  of  the  prostitution  of  the  female  members 
of  their  societies  to  their  own  use,  had  rested  on  any  probable  evidence, 
and  had  carried  conviction  to  the  minds  of  the  members,  he  must  have 
been  a  very  rash  man  who  would  have  made  the  least  resistance  to  them. 
The  influence  of  sectarianism  in  the  Jamaica  House  of  Assembly  cannot 
be  said  even  to  exist,  in  any  degree;  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  As- 
sembly in  favour  of  the  clauses  in  question,  must  have  resulted  from  the 
development  of  the  facts  of  the  Report,  had  they  been  generally  received 
as  credible.  But  the  truth  is,  that  so  much  had  public  opinion  in  Jamaica 
in  favour  of  the  missionaries  been  improved  by  the  publication  of  thia 
very  Report  itself,  and  the  design  which  it  so  evidently  disclosed  to 
harass  and  persecute  them  upon  the  most  frivolous  and  partial  evidence^ 
tliat  the  clauses  were  carried  by  majorities  small  beyond  all  former  pre- 
cedent on  such  questions  ;  and  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  who  most  strenuously  and  violently  advocated  them,  felt  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  manoeuvre  of  using  the  name 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  a  most  unwarrantable  manner  to  influence 
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the  division  ;  asserting-,  that  1)C  lind  '  high  authority'  for  staling,  that 
if  a  few  verbal  aherations  in  the  clauses  which  had  been  rejected  in  the 
Slave  Law  of  1826  were  made,  they  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
government  at  home." — ib.  p.  20,  21. 

In  short  they  affirm  that  the  Report  of  the  '  Sectarian  Committee,' 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  "  rests  on  no  evidence  of  credit,  or  even 
thought  to  be  of  credit,  in  the  very  place  where  it  originated;  and 
stands  only  as  a  monument  of  one  of  the  most  unworthy  attempts  ever 
made  by  any  public  body  to  carry  ir  o  effect  a  system  of  persecution, 
under  pretences  known  by  them  to  Leix^iihout  any  sufficient  fcundation. 
The  Committee  rejoice  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  number  of  the  advo- 
cates of  religious  toleration,  and  of  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
slaves,  has,  of  late,  considerably  increased  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  ; 
that  acts  of  justice  have  been  done  by  several  magistrates,  in  favour  of 
the  persecuted  and  harassed  instructors  of  the  slaves  ;  and  that  an  in- 
creasins:  number  of  proprietors  encouratre  their  labours  among  their 
negroes.  Still,  not  only  do  these  public  acts  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
prove  the  existence  of  a  violent  and  intolerant  peu-ty  in  that  colony  ;  but 
many  instances  of  private  persecution  are  occurring,  which  show  a 
spirit  so  much  at  variance  with  religious  toleration,  and  even  humanity, 
as  to  afford  additional  reason  for  the  earnest  applications  which  the 
Committee  have  again  made  to  His  Majesty's  Government  tor  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Wesleyan  Missionaries  in  the  exercise  of  their  religious 
duties,  and  of  their  congregatiinis  in  their  religious  rights.  The  relief 
which  they  have  sought  will,  they  doubt  not,  be  again  afforded  them, 
by  the  disallowance  of  the  persecuting  clauses  of  the  new  Slave  Bill'' 
which  has  recently  passed  the  Jamaica  legislature,  and  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers.  Without  that  protection 
which  a  tolerant  government  has  ever  extended,  certain  it  is  that  agents 
are  not  wanting  in  Jamaica  to  carry  into  operation,  and  that  in  the 
harshest  manner,  every  restrictive  enactment.  Of  the  treatment  of 
Missionaries,  Mr.  Orton's  narrative  affords  some  painful  proofs,  which 
exhibit,  however,  but  a  continuation  of  former  instances  of  violent  per- 
secution. The  Missions  in  Jamaica,  although  carried  on  among  a 
people  professing  Christianity  and  Protestantism,  bear  upon  them  the 
marks  of  persecuting  violence  to  imprisonment  and  to  death  !  Nor  is 
that  spir  t  in  some  parts  of  the  island  at  all  abated.  The  Committee 
have  the  details  before  them  of  a  slave  of  excellent  report,  who  within 
a  few  months  was  so  severely  punished  by  flogging  for  no  other  cause, 
alleged  at  the  time,  but  his  attendance  at  one  of  the  mission  chapels, 
as  to  have  most  narrowly  escaped  with  life,  if  indeed  he  yet  survives  a 
most  atrocious  act  of  barbarity.  And  they  have  also  the  particulars  of 
the  case  of  another  slave,  more  recently,  who  was  laid  down  and 
severely  flogged  for  the  same  alleged  offence  ;  not  indeed  by  his  owner, 
but  by  order  of  the  Rector  of  St.  Ann's  parish,  before  whose  house  he 
happened  to  be  passing,  and  whose  injury  the  said  clergyman  compen- 
sated by  a  pecuniary  gift  to  the  injured  man,  to  escape  judicial  pro- 
ceedings instituted  by  the  owner  of  the  slave,  who  gives  him  a  must 

•  Tliis  bill,  aa  our  readers  are  aware,  has  been  (lisaMoved. 
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excellent  cliaracter.  Names,  places,  and  (Jates,  are  all  m  the  possession 
of  the  Committee,  and  can  be  adduced  on  a  proper  occasion  ;  but  they 
DOW  state  these  cases  in  brief,  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that  neither 
the  religious  liberties,  nor  the  personal  safety  of  Missionaries,  nor  of 
the  members  of  their  societies,  are  safe,  except  under  the  justice  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  and  the  sympathies  of  the  friends  of  religious 
liberty  and  the  instruction  of  an  oppressed  race  of  their  fellow  men." — 
ib.  p.'2.!,  '23. 

Of  the  two  facts  alluded  to  at  the  close  of  the  above  passage,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  present  our  readers  with  some  further  details. 

The  first  of  these  two  cases  is  that  of  a  slave,  named  Henry  Williams, 
belonging  to  an  estate  called  the  Rural  Retreat.  The  owner  of  the 
estate  is  a  lady  residing  in  Scotland,  to  whom  it  has  lately  descended 
by  inheritance.  Her  attorney  is  a  magistrate  of  Jamaica.  The  late 
owner  of  this  estate  had  placed  unlimited  confidence  in  Henry  Williams, 
and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  him  under  his  own  direction,  as 
sole  manager  of  the  property.  Having  thus  been  a  favourite  with  his 
deceased  master,  he  was  in  very  respectable  circumstances,  and  his 
conduct  is  said  to  have  uniformly  been  such  that  he  had  never, during  that 
master's  lifetime,  been  subjectt.'d  to  corporal  punishment.  He  had  for 
years  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Society,  and  had  given  such  evi- 
dence both  of  intelligence  and  piety,  that  in  March,  1829,  he  was 
appointed  the  leader  of  a  class.  The  attorney  hearing  of  this  ap- 
pointment, expressed  his  displeasure.  "  I  hear,"  he  said,  "you  are 
become  a  great  preacher  at  tlie  Methodist  chapel,  but  if  ever  you  go 
there  a^ain,  I  will  send  vou  to  Rodney  Hall  workhouse.''*  Henry  re- 
plied, that  he  was  no  preacher,  but  that  he  had  attended  the  chapel  for 
years,  and  had  received  much  good  there,  and  had  there  learned  his 
duty  to  God  and  to  his  master.  The  attorney  charged  him  also  with 
the  crime  of  drawing  his  fellow-slaves  to  the  chapel,  and  thus  ruining 
both  thera  arul  himself.  Henry  admitted  the  fict  of  his  trying  to  intluce 
others  to  go  thither.  He  had  himself,  he  said,  been  benetited  by  his 
attendance,  and  he  thought  he  could  not  do  better  than  advise  his 
fellow-slaves  to  attend  too  ;  and,  but  for  that,  he  felt  conhdent  that  they 
would  not  have  minded  their  business  as  they  were  now  doing.  On 
the  following  day  the  attorney  visited  the  estate,  and  having  summoned 
the  whole  gang  before  him,  threatened  them  with  severe  punishment  if 
they  went  again  to  the  chapel.  On  this  a  female  slave,  a  sister  of 
Henry  Williams,  happened  to  heave  a  deep  sigh.  The  attorney  said, 
••  Who  is  that  groaning?"  and  perceiving  who  it  was,  ordered  her  to 
bo  laid  down  on  her  stomach  on  the  ground,  and  caused  to  be  inHicted 
upon  her  a  severe  Hogging.  From  the  estate  the  attorney  went  to  the 
house  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Bridges,  which  is  near  it,  probably  to  consult 
with  his  Rector  on  the  means  of  checking  this  unhappy  tendency  to  tre- 
quent  the  Methodist  chapel.  The  next  dav  Henry  Williams  having  to  pass 
that  way,  Mr.  Bridges  called  him,  and  inquired  his  reasons  for  preferringthe 

♦This  workhouse  is  situated  in  SL  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  and  is  a  sort  of  re- 
ceptacle for  notorious  delinquents.  Slaves  deemed  deserving  of  extraordi- 
nary punishment,  are  said  to  be  often  sent  to  this  seat  of  darkness  and  misery, 
fjccaiise  of  the  peculiar  sevKrity  with  which  they  are  there  treated. 
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Methodist  chapel  to  the  church.  Henry  frankly  told  him  his  reasons  : 
They  were  generally,  that  he  derived  more  spiritual  benefit  from  goinp; 
to  tlie  chapel  than  to  the  church.  Mr.  Bridges  then  I  /d  him  that  unless 
he  came  to  church  himself,  and  brought  his  fellow-slaves  with  him,  he 
was  assured  by  the  attorney  that  he  must  prepare  for  the  consequences 
with  which  he  had  been  threatened.  On  the  succeeding  Sunday  Henry 
Williams,  having  received  the  orders  of  the  attorney  to  attend  at  church 
with  all  the  people,  was  himself  present  during  the  service.  After 
service,  the  attorney  asked  him  where  the  rest  of  the  people  were. 
Henry  replied,  that  the  people  had  told  him,  that  Sunday  was  their  own, 
and  that  some  of  them  had  gone  to  the  Methodist  chapel,  and  others 
had  gone  in  other  directions,  (probably  to  their  grounds  or  to  market,) 
but  that  he  himself,  though  resolved  not  to  relinquish  the  chapel,  had 
come  to  church  to  shew  how  desirous  he  was  to  obey  the  orders  that  had 
been  given  him.  The  attorney  then  told  him  he  should  be  sent  to  Rod- 
ney Hall  workhouse.  Thither,  in  a  day  or  two,  he  was  accordingly 
sent,  and  though  perfectly  ready  to  go  without  constraint,  he  was 
lashed  round  like  a  felon,  his  arms  being  fastened  with  ropes.  This 
took  place  about  the  beginning  of  July,  1829.  In  the  workhouse  at 
Rodney  Hall,  he  was  put  in  chains,  and  repeatedly  flogged,  and  so 
severe  was  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  him,  that,  after  a  time,  he  be- 
came so  ill,  that  the  superintendant  deemed  it  necessary  to  remove  from 
him  the  chains  with  which  he  was  loaded,  and  to  place  him  in  the  hos- 
pital, where  his  death  was  expected.  The  attorney,  it  seems,  was  much 
displeased  Avith  this  lenity,  alleging,  that  the  sickness  of  Henry  Williams 
was  feigned,  and  signified  his  intention  of  removing  him  to  a  still  more 
distant  workhouse.  His  poor  wife  endeavoured  to  induce  a  gentleman  to 
intercede  for  her  nearly  murdered  husband,  who  had  been  thus  literally 
brought  to  death's  door  for  no  other  otl'ence  than  that  of  attending  the 
Methodist  chapel,  but  in  vain.  At  length,  however,  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Editor  of  the  news- 
paper called  the  "  Watchman  and  Jamaica  Free  Press,"  who  animad- 
verted upon  it  in  an  able  article  with  such  just  and  pointed  severity, 
that  the  guilty  party  appears  to  have  caught  the  alarm,  and  Henry 
Williams  was  soon  after  released  from  the  workhouse,  and  reconveyed 
to  the  Rural  Retreat.  By  this  time,  however,  he  had  been  so  cut  up 
with  the  severe  floggings  he  liad  received,  that  his  life  was  despaired  of; 
and  the  last  account  of  him,  dated  in  November  last,  was,  that  for 
several  weeks  he  had  been  "  confined  to  his  bed,  and  obliged  to  lie  on 
his  stomach,  day  and  night,  his  back  being  a  mass  of  corruption." 
Whether  he  has  survived  this  atrocious  act  of  barbarity,  is  still,  as  stated 
in  the  appendix,  a  matter  of  uncertainty. 

The  second  case  referred  to  in  that  appendix  will  occupy  a  shorter  space. 

A  slave  of  the  name  of  George,  belonging  to  a  lady  in  Jamaica,  who  is 
favourable  to  missionary  exertions,  and  who  herself  occasionally  attends 
the  Methodist  chapel,  had  been  for  several  years  distinguislied,  as  a 
person  of  excellent  character,  even  among  white  persons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. He  was  guilty,  however,  of  the  same  crime  with  Henry 
Williams.  He  was  a  zealous  and  regular  attendant  on  the  ministrations 
of  the  Methodists.     Shortly  before  the  time  that  Henry  Williams  was 
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sent  to  Rodney  Hall  workhouse,  this  shive  had  also  become  obnoxious 
to  the  Kev.  G.  W.  Bridijes,  and  in  passing  that  iientkinan's  residenoe, 
was  stopped  by  hin),  and  ordered  to  be  laid  duwn  and  Hos^^ed.  'Ihe 
order  was  executed,  and  Geori^e  was  Hooji^ed  with  such  severity,  thai  it 
was  with  ditiiculty  that  he  afterwards  walked  to  his  home,  which  was 
about  a  mile  distant.  The  mistress  ot' George,  indi^jnant  at  this  treat- 
ment, sent  him,  as  soon  as  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  leave  home, 
to  the  custos,  with  a  letter  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bridtres  : 
on  this  the  custos  wrote  to  Mr.  Bridges,  and  appointed  a  day  for  incpiir- 
in<^  into  his  conduct.  Bat  before  the  appointed  day  arrived,  a  friend  of 
the  Rev.  2:entleman  succeeded  in  compromising  the  matter  with  Cieorge 
1)V  paying  him  a  small  sum  of  mont-y  as  a  satisfaction  for  the  injury  he 
had  received.  This  happened  not  long  before  the  period  when  the  same 
Rev.  gentleman  was  cited,  as  stated  in  our  last  number,  p.  32G,  before 
a  special  vestry,  for  cruelly  maltreating  one  of  his  female  slaves,  a  mu- 
latto. But  as  on  this  transaction  we  shall  hereafter  have  much  to  say, 
we  postpone  it  for  the  present. 

These  are  onlv  two  of  the  many  cases  of  a  similar  kind  which  have 
reached  us,  and  which  shew  that  the  violence  of  persecution,  for  a  time 
directed  towards  the  missionaries  themselves,  had  been  turned  upon  the 
poor  slaves,  who,  it  was  discovered,  could  be  assailed  with  more  effect, 
and  with  less  danger  to  the  persecutor,  though  with  scarcely  less  paiu 
and  annoyance  to  the  missionaries.  To  the  narrative,  the  substance  of 
which  is  given  above,  it  is  added,  that  "  almost  every  breeze  that 
blows,  appears  to  convey  the  distant  sigh  of  the  persecuted  Christian 
slave.'' — How  long,  we  ask,  shall  these  enormities  be  endured  by  this 
Christian  land  ? 

But  besides  the  publication  of  the  Methodist  committee,  on  which 
we  have  been  led  to  dwell  at  so  much  length,  we  have  before  us  a  pam- 
phlet, published  by  Mason,  oO,  Paternoster-Row,  of  the  Rev.  John 
Barrv,  a  W'esleyan  missionary,  recently  returned  from  Jamaica.  It 
consists  of  a  letter  addressed  by  him,  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  to  Sir 
Georo-e  Murray,  in  refutation  of  many  foul,  false,  and  calumnious 
charo-es  made  against  the  Jamaica  Missionaries  generally,  in  a  letter  also 
addressed  to  SirCieorge  Murray,  by  the  well  known  Alexander  Barclay, 
written  with  a  view  to  accredit  colonial  slavery  generally,  and  to  justify 
the  persecuting  enactments  of  the  Jamaica  assembly. 

With  Mr.  Barclay  we  and  our  readers  have  long  been  actjuainted. 
He  stands  forward  as  the  avowed  champion  of  the  colonial  system,  and 
in  conducting  its  defence,  he  has  not  scrupled  to  employ  the  most  shame- 
less misrepresentations  not  only  of  the  statements  of  his  opponenu,  l)ut 
of  the  very  law  as  well  as  the  practice  of  slavery.  He  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  undertake  the  refutation  of  Mr.  Stephen's  "  delineation  of 
Neirro  Slavery,"  and  his  work  on  that  subject  was  held  out  by  himselt 
and  hailed  by  the  Jamaica  Assembly,  and  by  the  West  India  Ci-niniittee 
at  home,  who  bought  and  circulated  1000  copies  of  it,  as  a  co'i<  lusive 
vmdication  of  the  slave  system. 

In  an  early  number  of  the  Reporter,  No.  18,  we  slu-vv<(l  mi  a  variety 
of  instances  how  futile,  how  utterly  groundless  was  this  Ixjast ;  — and  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  abort  issue,  we  challenged  Mr.  iiarclay  and  his 
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friends  to  produce  a  single  instance  in  which  he  had  refuted  any  one  of 
Mr.  Stephen's  positions.  The  challenge  was  prudently  dechned.  The 
same  challenge  has  since  been  twice  renewed  with  the  same  result. 
We  may  regard  Mr.  Barclay's  work  therefore  as  undeserving  of  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  Barry  confines  his  exposure  of  Mr.  Barclay  chiefly  to  his  falsifi- 
cations of  fact  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  missionaries.  In  common 
with  the  Assembly  he  accuses  them  of  llie  foul  crime  of  rapaciously  ex- 
torting money  from  their  negro  converts  fur  their  own  selfish  ends.  We 
need  not  say  that  not  only  is  this  charge  not  established,  but  that  it  is 
fully  disproved. 

Mr.  Barclay  had  strenuously  defended  the  colonists  from  the  charge 
of  being  opposed  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  slaves.  Mr.  Barry 
willingly  admits  that  several  proprietors  and  managers  are  friendly  to 
that  object.  But,  he  asks,  "  is  this  the  general  disposition  of  the 
colonists  ?  Is  the  fact  of  their  friendly  disposition  towards  negro  in- 
struction proved  by  severe  legislative  enactments, — by  the  imprisonment 
of  three  missionaries,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  preaching  the  gos- 
pel,— by  the  punishment  inflicted  on  slaves  for  attending  our  chapels, 
by  attempts  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  their  attendance,  and  by  the 
elforts  of  several  courts  of  quarter  sessions  to  assume  illegal  power,  and 
subject  the  missionaries  to  the  necessity  of  receiving  their  licenses  to 
oflficiate  in  every  parish,  without  which  they  were  not  permitted  to 
preach  ? — The  last,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  set  aside  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court." 

"  The  tendency  of  Mr.  Barclay's  pamphlet  requires  that  at  this  time 
the  truth  should  be  told  ;  and  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  that  no 
such  (jcneral  disposition  exists,  and  the  facts  above  adverted  to,  with  the 
actually  neglected  state  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  slaves,  sufficiently 
establish  the  conclusion.  Mr.  Barclay,  in  a  note,  refers  to  the  Scotch 
Kirk  for  proof  that  the  colonists  are  not  unfriendly  to  the  religious  in- 
struction of  the  slaves  ;  but  does  he  forget  that  in  Kingston  no  slaves 
attend  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wordie  ;  at  least  I  have  never 
seen  any." 

"  In  speaking  of  the  84th  clause  of  the  law,  Mr.  Barclay  introduces 
Mr.  Huskisson's  remark,  that,  prohibiting  meetings,  unless  between 
sunrise  and  sunset,  would  prevent  the  slaves  from  receiving  instruction, 
and  denies  that  such  prohibition  exists  ;  as  the  clause  allows  '  all 
licensed  places  to  be  open  till  eight  o'clock.'  I  can  scarcely  avoid  sus- 
pecting here  an  intentional  insincerity.  Surely  he  was  fully  aware  at 
the  time  of  writing  his  pamphlet,  that  the  intolerant  clauses  of  1826 
were  rendered  even  more  odious  and  restrictive  in  the  bill  of  1829;  and 
he  must  therefore  have  hoped  that  the  British  public,  for  want  of  proper 
information,  would  conclude  that  the  law  of  1829  is  in  this  respect  the 
same  as  that  rejected  in  1826.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  no  meetings 
are  by  the  last  slave  law  permitted  before  sunrise,  or  after  sunset,  and 
that  the  extension  to  eight  o'clock  is  not  to  be  found  in  it.  All  who 
know  the  West  Indies,  know,  therefore,  that  this  act  excludes  the  greater 
part  of  the  slaves  from  all  opportunities  of  instruction. 

"  In  reference  to  the  influence  of  the  Sunday  markets  on  the  interests 
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of  rt'lio'ion,  Mr.  Barclay  must  admit  that  it  is  most  (U  structive.  He 
speaks^  ^reat  deal  concerning;  the  favourable  circiimsrancts  of  the 
slaves  with  regard  to  the  time  allowed  them,  and  refers  to  a  elause  of 
the  law  of  1S16,  prohibiting  the  working  of  sugar-mills  betwern  seven 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  and  live  o'clock  on  Monday  morning;  but 
I  would  ask  Mr.  Barclay,  is  this  really  acted  upon  ^  Does  labom-  cease 
on  the  estates  during'these  intervening  hours  ^  If  so,  I  am  i,Had  to 
hear  of  the  improvement;  but  it  certainly  was  not  general  in  the  year 
1825,  nor,  as  I  am  informed,  to  this  day.*  According  to  my  own  per- 
sonal observation,  the  negro  cannot  attend  the  Sunday  market  and  the 
services  of  religion  ;  nor  even  devote  sufficient  time  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  oTounds.  There  are  a  few  cases  in  which  both  objects  may  be  ac- 
complished, but  they  are  exceptions.  For  instance,  many  of  the 
neo-roes,  who  go  to  the  Kingston  Sunday  markets,  have  sometimes  to 
travel  twenty,  nay  thirty  miles  with  a  heavy  load  of  provision.  This  I 
have  often  known  to  be'ihe  case.  The  principal  part  of  Saturday  is 
occupied  in  performing  the  journey ;  and  if,  by  Mr.  Barclay's  showing, 
the  slave  previously  dis^s  his  provision  on  that  day,  the  excessive  labour 
consequent  on  such  a  task  should  be  another  reason  for  the  abolition  of 
the  market.  The  negro  arrives  in  Kingston  late  in  the  evening,  and  if 
he  have  no  friend  with  whom  to  lodge,  sleeps  in  the  market-place;  the 
market  continues,  say,  until  eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday  forenoon  ;  he  has 
then  to  procure  his  own  little  articles  at  the  store,  and  spends  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Sabbath  in  returning  to  the  plantation.  Where  then,  I 
would  inquire,  is  the  possibility,  especially  under  restricted  hours,  of 
attending  religious  worship  '" 

"  But  supposing  the  law  of  18*26  had  received  the  Royal  assent,  and 
become  operative,  the  case  would  not  have  been  greatly  bettered,  since, 
independent  of  the  injustice  done  thereby  to  the  Sects,  by  so  unmerited 
an  attack  on  their  civil  and  religious  privileges,  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  slave  would  very  freijuently  involve  the  violation  of  that 
law.  For  instance,  the  slave  works  on  the  plantation  till  six  o'clockf 
— the  shell  blows— he  leaves  the  Held — has  frequently  to  procure  grass 
for  the  horses  on  the  property,  and  meat  for  the  hogs, — then  walks  from 
one  to  three  miles  to  the  negro  houses  ;  i — perhaps  washes  and  dresses 
himself,— proceeds  another  mile  to  the  chapel, — and  yet  by  the  law, 
the  favourable  law  of  \k2(^,  the  Missionary  must  close  the  service  at 
eight  o'clock  !  This  is  no  exaggerated  picture, — this  is  a  case  of  very 
frequent  occurrence  ; — and  this  I  stated  to  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  as  a  reason  why  the  Missionary  should  not  be  restricted 
to  that  hour.  We  do  not  at  any  time  hold  late  meetings ;  and  I  have 
often  known  the  services  of  the  Established  Church  continued  much 
laler  than  ours ;  yet  it  was  never  said  that  such  a  practice  injured  the 
health  of  the  slave,  or  afforded  facilities  to  propagate  sedition."    . 

•  ]Mr.  Barry  is  speaking  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  E-iSt.  where  Mr. 
Barclay  resides,  and  where  he  himself  had  resided  asa  Missionary  in  lh'25. 

t  Mr.  Barry  mentions  this  as  tiie  most  favourable  representation.  In  truth 
the  law  extends  the  lionrs  of  /JtW-labour  to  seven  at  night.— Editor. 

X  "  This  will  not  appear  surprising  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  extent 
of  the  properties  iu  the  island,  and  the  zig-zag  nature  of  the  roads." 
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There  is  much  more  in  this  pamphlet  which  is  deserving  of  notice, 
but  our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  add  any  further  extracts.  We  must 
therefore,  refer  our  readers  to  the  pamphlet  itself.  Enough,  it  will  be 
allowed,  has  been  already  brought  forward  to  establish  the  deplorable 
state  of  our  negro  bondmen  with  respect  to  religious  instruction,  as 
well  as  the  spirit  of  determined  hostility  to  the  diffusion  of  Christianity 
which  pervades  the  greatest  of  our  slave  colonies.  We  well  know  also 
the  kindred  spirit  which  has  prevailed  in  other  colonies,  and  especially 
in  Demerara  and  Barbadoes.  But  we  must  quit  the  subject  for  the 
present,  only  earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  compassionate  considera- 
tion of  this"  Christian  nation,  and  urging  it  upon  them  as  their  im- 
perative duty,  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  rise  in  their  united  strength  in 
order  to  sweep  away  a  system  which  is  the  source  of  so  many  evils. 


II. — General  Election. 

We  turn  with  disgust  from  these  foul  and  loathsome  scenes,  to  con- 
template ihe  cheering  prospect  which  the  course  of  the  general  elections 
has  opened  to  the  view  of  humanity.  It  is  impossible  not  to  exult  in 
the  manifestation  of  public  feeling  which  the  occasion  has  called  forth 
on  the  subject  of  Negro  Slavery,  and  in  the  fruits  which  have  already 
resulted  from  it.  It  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  enter  at  any  length 
into  the  detailsof  what  has  been  occurring  simultaneously  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  to  mark  the  deep-rooted  determination  of  the  people  of 
tliis  country  to  put  an  end,  at  whatever  cost,  to  this  great  national 
crime.     But  we  will  just  glance  at  a  few  particulars. 

We  alluded  in  our  last  number  to  the  conflict  between  the  interests  of 
humanity  and  freedom  on  the  one  side,  and  of  oppression  and  slavery  on 
the  other,  which  had  commenced  at  Bristol.  Tlie  opposing  candidates 
were  Mr.  EmsAKD  Protheroe,  junior,  who  presented  himself  to  the 
choice  of  the  electors  of  that  city,  the  very  focus  of  colonial  power  and 
prejudice,  as  the  advocate  of  anti-slavery  principles ;  and  Mr.  James 
Evan  Baillie,  a  great  West  India  proprietor  and  merchant,  who, 
though  spoken  of  as  a  highly  respectable  gentleman,  has  nevertheless 
a  deep  stake  in  the  perpetuation  of  that  system  of  cruelty  and  crime 
Negro  Slavery.  It  was  highly  gratifying,  however,  as  a  decisive  indi- 
cation of  the  strong  current  of  the  popular  feeling  against  slavery, 
that  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Baillie  found  it  necessary  to  use  language 
on  the  subject,  which,  though  vague  and  equivocal,  was  calculated  to 
serve  as  a  salvo  to  the  consciences  of  the  voters  in  his  favour,  and  to 
supply  something  like  a  plausible  answer  to  the  reproaches  of  their  less 
compromising  neighbours.  The  following  address  of  Mr.  Protheroe 
at  the  close  of  the  poll  will  aflbrd  a  striking  view  of  tlie  nature  and  pro- 
bable effects  of  this  struggle. 

"  The  election  for  Bristol  is  over,  and  with  it  the  high  hope  that  1 
had  entertained  of  becoming  your  representative  in  Parliament:  but  1 
use  not  the  language,  for  I  have  not  the  feelings,  of  defeat  and  disap- 
jioinlment. 

"  This  has  been  a  contest  not  between  individuals,  but  Wiwecn  priu- 
<  iph>  ;  and  our  cause  lias  been  borne  down  bv  the  wei.-ht  of  ueahli  and 
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commercial  influence.  Money  has  been  poured  forth  like  w-ater  in  the 
purchase  of  votes,  and  undisguised  dictation  has  nnde  the  elective 
franchise  a  mockery  and  a  snare  to  the  conscience.  Perhaps  it  was  too 
much  to  expect  that  the  first  struirgle  of  the  friends  of  humaiiitv  in  this 
ancient  seat  of  West  India  commerce  could  be  sutl'ered  to  succeed.  The 
attempt  was  reijarded,  even  by  my  own  friends,  as  an  act  of  absolute 
madness — yet  what  has  been  the  result' — 2,843  unpurchased  and  un- 
biassed votes,  a  number  never  before  approached  bv  an  unsuccessful 
candidate,  have  been  given  in  my  favour  ;  and  the  majority  against  me 
was  only  338,  when  my  friends  ascertained  that  a  large  number  of  Lon- 
don voters  had  been  engaged  by  my  opponents,  and  were  actually  on 
their  way  down  at  an  enormous  cost.  Under  these  circumstances 
thev  prudently  advised  me  to  retire. 

"  Gentlemen,  such  a  defeat  is  in  truth  a  glorious  triumph  to  our  great 
cause,  and  the  sure  presage  of  its  ultimate  success.  Already  it  is  felt 
and  acknowledged  to  be  the  deadliest  blow  that  was  ever  given  to  the 
slave  system,  and  the  character  of  our  city  stands  redeemed  and  exalted. 
It  matters  little  that  mv  humble  voice  may  not  be  raised  in  the  new  Par- 
liament in  defence  of  the  oppressed.  The  cry  of  freedom  is  gone  forth 
— the  spirit  of  the  people  is  roused — and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  will  do   their  duty." 

The  progress  of  the  contest  roused  into  action  the  zeal,  and  called 
forth  the  talents  of  the  friends  of  freedom,  and  many  of  the  placards 
and  publications  were  marked  by  great  ability  as  well  as  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  question.  It  may  be  invidious  to  make  selections, 
and  yet  from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinney  signed  "  Libertas,"  which  appeared 
in  the  Bristol  Mirror  of  the  31st  of  July,  we  are  tempted  to  pre- 
serve an  extract. 

"  Bv  the  law  of  the  colonies,  slavery  is  a  constrained  servitude 
durin"-  the  live  of  the  slave.  It  is  a  service  without  wages.  The  master 
is  the  sole  arbiter  of  the  kind  of  labour  to  which  the  slave  shall  be  sub- 
jected;  and  he  can  likewise  confine,  beat,  scourge,  and  afflict  the  per- 
son of  his  slave.  These  powers  of  the  master  may  all  l>e  exercised  not 
bv  himself  only,  but  by  his  representatives,  and  by  every  person,  whe- 
ther bond  or  free,  who  is  clothed  in  any  manner  with  his  authority. 
The  slave  in  the  British  colonies  is  at  all  times  liable  to  be  sold  at  the 
will  of  the  master,  in  all  respects  as  cattle  or  any  other  personal  effects. 
He  is  also  at  all  times  liable  to  be  sold  by  process  of  law  for  the  debts 
of  a  living  or  of  a  deceased  master,  at  the  suit  of  creditors  or  of  lega- 
tees. The  slave  may  be  mortgagee'  demised,  and  settled  for  any 
particular  estate  or  estates,  while  the  master's  power  of  removal  is 
despotic.  The  slave  has  no  legal  right  of  redeeming  his  liberty  on  any 
terms  whatever,  or  of  obtaining  a  change  of  masters,  even  when  cruel 
treatment  makes  it  necessary  ibr  his  relief.  Colonial  slavery  is  here- 
ditarv  and  perpetual — the  children  as  soon  as  born  are  slaves,  and  any 
black  man  is  legally  such,  except  he  can  legally  prove  his  lilicrty.  Mar- 
riage has  no  legal  protection  among  them,  and  conse(pit>iitly  has  com- 
paratively little  existence;  and  they  are  deprived  of  all  motive  to  industry 
for  their  master  except  the  whip. 

"  This,  Sir,  you  know  is  a  correct  though  faint  description  of  colonial 
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slavery,  and  this  is  that  deplorable  and  disgusting;  state  of  society  which 
you  and  your  coadjutors  in  this  election  are  cooibined  to  protect.  In 
so  doing,  you  are  at  variance  not  only  with  the  whole  of  that  precept 
of  the  divine  law,  which  commands  you  to  love  your  neighbour  as 
yourself,  but  you  are  exposed  to  the  prophetical  denunciation  whicli 
says,  '  Woe  unto  him  that  useth  his  neighbour's  service  without  wages, 
and  giveth  him  not  for  his  work.' 

"  I  have  sometimes  been  surprised  to  hear  colonial  planters,  West 
India  merchants,  and  you  among  the  rest,  express  your  approbation 
of  the  destruction  of  the  slave  trade.  The  very  same  arguments  used 
to  defend  that  infernal  traffic  are  at  this  time  employed  by  yourselves 
to  protect  colonial  slavery.  And  why  ?  Because  the  latter  is  a  twin 
brother  of  the  former.  The  West  India  interest  may  console  itself  as 
much  as  it  pleases  by  execrating  ihe  slave  trade,  but  1  think  it  will  re- 
quire some  extraordinary  logic  to  prove  that  it  is  not  at  this  time  deeply 
implicated  in  the  crime  of  dealing  in  our  fellow  creatures.  The  only 
ditierence  between  the  merchant  who  carried  on  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  the  merchant  who  buys  or  sells  a  human  being  at  present  in 
the  West  Indies,  is  this,  the  African  trader  first  stole  his  fellow  creatures 
from  the  land  of  their  nativity  and  sold  them  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  present  merchants  or  planters  buy  and  sell  among  themselves  the 
very  same  beings,  or  their  descendants,  who  have  previously  be'^n  the 
commodities  of  the  African  slave  trade."  / 

"  It  is  frequently  asserted  by  persons  on  your  side  of  the  question, 
that  the  condition  of  the  slaves  is  greatly  ameliorated.  I  will  admit 
this  to  be  truth,  but  still  the  horrid  cartvvhip  lacerates  the  flesh  of 
the  negro,  and  even  the  pregnant  female  slave  is  made  to  writhe  under 
its  torture  in  a  manner  which  decency  forbids  me  to  describe.  The 
Sunday  market  is  not  abolished,  therefore  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath 
is  perpetually  violated.  The  negroes  are  still  the  chattels  of  their 
owner,  and  can  be  seized  and  sold  for  his  debts.  The  only  consolation 
which  this  wretched  race  could  obtain  to  relieve  the  misery  of  their 
bondage  is  religion  ;  but  even  in  this  they  are  controuled  and  impeded 
by  law,  which  inflicts  on  them  imprisonment  and  stripes  for  its  diso- 
bedience ;  places  of  worship  erected  for  them  by  the  British  public  are 
injured  and  closed,  and  useful  missionaries,  sent  to  instruct  them,  are 
incarcerated  and  murdered,  being  left  to  expire  in  loathsome  dungeons, 
for  no  other  crime  than  a  determination  to  obey  God  rather  than  man  ; 
the  former  commanding  His  Gospel  to  be  preached,  and  the  latter  for- 
bidding it  on  pain  of  punishment.  It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  contradict 
this ;  I  have  in  my  possession  abundant  evidence  to  prove  the  truth  of 
my  assertion,  and  amongst  it  is  the  testimony  of  the  Bishop  of  Jamaica, 
who  declares  that  the  planters  generally  are  inimical  to  the  instruction 
of  their  slaves." 

"  On  the  day  of  Mr.  Baillie's  public  entrance,  I  went  as  many  others 
did,  to  gaze  at  the  show.  Numbers,  doubtless,  were  charmed  with  the 
dis})lay,  whilst  qiauy  others  augured  the  certain  success  of  your  candi- 
date. Far  different  from  these  were  my  feelings  and  thoughts.  I  stood 
in  silence  contemplating  the  procession,  and  whilst  viewing  it  as  it 
passed,  I  thought  how  many  human  backs  had  been  lacerated — sighs 


364  General  Election — Bristol. 

heaved — groans  uttered — and  sales  of  human  beings  effected,  to  have 
produced  the  ostentatious  display  !  I  turned  away.  Sir,  from  the  guilty 
pageantry,  and  said  -  My  soul  come  not  thou  into  their  secret,  to  their 
assemblage  mine  honour  be  not  thou  united."' 

•'  Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  present  contest,  as  it  respects  the 
candidate  who  may  be  returned,  I  am  certain  that  the  glorious  cause  of 
negro  freedom  will  have  acquired  increased  and  accelerated  strength. 
The  struirgle  has  commenced  in  one  of  the  strongest  holds  of  West 
Indian  commerce,  and  the  shock  of  the  conflict  has  been  felt  through 
the  wide  spread  dominion  of  Britain.  Other  places,  both  cities  and 
counties,  have  kindled  their  torch  of  freedom  at  our  altar,  and  illu- 
minated the  elective  franchise  with  its  beams.  The  British  Lion  has 
been  roused  from  his  repose,  and  liaving  shaken  himself,  has  sent  his 
roar  across  the  Atlantic,  intimating  to  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed 
that  the  year  of  jubilee  is  at  hand!  In  a  shorter  period  than  you  ima- 
gine, the  laurel  of  universal  freedom  will  be  in  luxurious  growth  both 
on  the  heights  of  Jamaica  and  the  plains  of  Barbadoes.  Universal 
emancipation  has  hoisted  its  signal,  and,  like  that  intrepid  commander, 
the  thunder  of  whose  cannon  rolled  so  victoriously  over  the  deep,  has 
declared  that  '  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.'  Like  the 
Persian  army,  for  numbers  and  wealth,  you  have  invaded  the  cause  of 
freedom,  but  you  have  forgotten  that  you  have  a  Thermopyli^i  to  pass, 
at  which  is  posted  not  a  solitary  Leonidas,  but  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand  of  the  same  spirit,  who,  if  they  cannot  return  fruin  the  con- 
flict with  their  shields,  they  will  be  conveyed  home  upon  them.  We 
are  contributing  to  wipe  away  a  great  national  stain,  the  blot  of  our 
commerce  and  the  disgrace  of  our  government.  All  England  has  its 
eye  on  the  present  struggle,  anxiously  awaiting  the  result.  If  you 
return  your  candidate  to  parliament  your  triumph  will  be  short.  The 
friends  of  freedom  will  organise — a  progressive  fund  shall  commence 
its  accumulation — and  at  every  succeeding  election,  as  long  as  a 
shilling  can  be  produced,  will  we  expend  it  in  the  destruction  of 
W'est  India  despotism,  and  the  glorious  cause  of  universal  freedom  !  " 

We  cannot  quit  Bristol,  however,  without  intimating  to  the  sup|jorters 
of  the  anti-slavery  cause  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  the  friends  who 
embarked  with  so  much  zeal  and  effect  in  this  contest  have  done  it  at  a 
personal  sacrifice  of  a  very  serious  description.  They  have  them- 
selves contributed  largely  to  defray  the  legal  expenses  of  the  election, 
and  none  other  were  incurred;  but  there  is  still  a  considerable  deficiency 
to  be  provided  for,  the  pressure  of  which,  those  who  possess  the  means 
and  who  have  formed  a  due  estimate  of  the  importance  cf  asserting  the 
principles  of  humanity  and  justice  on  such  an  occasion,  will,  we  are 
well  assured,  not  be  slow  in  assisting  to  lighten.  The  Electors  of 
liristol  liave  fought  the  battle  ably  and  well.  But  they  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  surfer  beyond  their  fair  share  of  inconvenience  because  they 
have  stood  in  its  forefront  and  have  attacked  the  foe  in  his  very  citadel. 

It  would  be  endless  to  particularize  all  the  instances  in  which  public 
feeling  has  been  signally  excited  on  this  subject  during  these  elections, 
or  in  which  it  has  triumphed.  It  has  formed  indeed  the  paramount 
and  engrossing  topic  of  interest,  in  conjunction  with  the  question  of 


General  Eiechuii — Yorhsliirc.  'M]'> 

tlic  India  and  China  monopoly,  the  retrenchment  of  the  public  exi)ence, 
and  the  corn  laws.  But  it  is  in  Yorkshire,  the  Hrst  and  wealtliicst 
and  most  populous  of  our  counties,  that  the  flame  of  anti-slavery  zeal 
has  burst  forthwith  the  most  intense,  and  steadiest  lustre,  and  has  pro- 
duced the  most  splendid  as  well  as  the  most  decidedly  beneficial  results. 
Mr.  Brougham  was  richly  entitled,  on  account  of  his  public  services  as 
well  as  his  supereminent  talents,  to  the  highest  marks  of  distinction 
which  a  grateful  public  could  bestow  upon  him;  but  it  was  on  anti- 
slavery  principles  especially  that  he  was  invited,  and  has  been  chosen, 
by  the  free  and  unbought  suffrages  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  to  succeed  .Mr.  Wilberforce  in  representing  the  largest 
associated  population  in  the  British  Empire.  His  last  speech  in  Par- 
liament operated  like  the  tiff  trie  spark,  and  the  moment  his  name  was 
pronounced  as  a  candidate  for  Yorkshire,  the  train  was  kindled  through- 
out that  mighty  mass  of  living  intelligence,  and  he  was  placed  by  ac- 
clamation on  the  very  summit  uf  his  worldly  ambition.  Enough  for 
that  object,  if  from  the  commanding  elevation  which  he  occupies,  he 
shall  be  enabled  to  emulat-  his  predecessor's  achievements,  and  com- 
plete the  work  of  justice  and  mercy  which  he  was  the  honoured 
instrument  of  commencing,  and  of  which  he  will  live,  we  trust,  to 
witness  the  final  accomplishment. 

"The  triumph  of  these  principles,"  observed  Mr.  Brougham  in  his 
first  address  to  the  electors,  "  is  now  about  to  be  achieved.  I  am  '^'^ly 
known  to  you  by  my  devotion  to  the  improvement  of  our  species;  by 
the  love  I  bear  to  civil  and  religious  liberty  all  over  the  world,  by  my 
inextinguishable  hatred  of  slavery,  under  what  name  soever  it  may  be 
veiled,  and  of  whatever  race  it  may  be  the  curse. — If  you  place  in  my 
hands  the  sacred  trust  of  representing  you  in  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament,  you  arm  me  with  power  to  complete  the  good  work  which 
we  have  begun  together,  nor  will  I  rest  from  my  labours  until,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  1  have  seen  an  end  of  the  abuses  which  bind  England 
to  the  ground,  and  the  mists  dispersed  from  the  eyes  of  the  ignorant, 
and  the  chains  drop  from  the  hands  of  the  slave." 

Language  to  the  same  effect  was  held  to  the  thousands  who  assembled 
to  hear  him  in  different  parts  of  the  county;— and  on  the  day  of  his 
election,  after  touching  on  a  variety  of  topics,  as  the  recent  revolution 
in  Frunce,  reform  in  Parliament,  retrenchment,  the  corn  monopoly, 
and  the  East  India  monopoly,  on  the  necessity  of  extinguishinu'  which 
last,  for  the  sake  ol'  the  distressed  people  of  England,  he  dwelt  with 
peculiar  force; — but  "  I  hasten,"  he  said,  "to  a  topic  on  which  we  are 
all  agreed — I  mean  to  that  detestable  monopoly,  which  one  and  all  of 
us,  thank  God,  condemn  and  execrate.  If,  in  matters  of  trade,  1 
hold  monopoly  to  be  false  policy,  I  hold  a  monopoly  of  freedom,  which 
would  not  allow  to  be  enjoyed  by  others,  but  seek  to  reserve  it  to  them- 
selves, the  first,  best,  and  most  inestimable  blessings  that  God  has 
given  toman; — if  I  hold  commercial  monopoly  to  be  impolitic,  the 
monopoly  of  freedom  1  hold  to  be  inifjious  and  abominable.  (Loud 
Cheering.)  Slavery,  whuh  i.^  the  nnjst  accui^ed  and  unnatural  produc- 
tion of  crime,  and  the  most  tVi^:httiil  source  oi  hiini:oi  nnsi  rv,  which 
dearrades  the  slave,  bul   nut   more  ilnni   ii    (h'jr.KJe-   \\\-   in:i<\ei     -\u\  1 
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never  can  hold  the  viclim  of  oppression  to  Ih>  more  ildjased  thdii  Inni 
who  im|^)eriously  exercises  oppression  ; — (Great  Cheers.)  Slmirv.  ihit 
[)lant  under  which  ^rows  all  that  is  noxious  and  detestable,  for  tin-  de- 
scription of  which  my  own  poor  diction  is  wantin;^,  and  for  whieli  I  must 
refer  to  him,  who,  as  he  was  the  most  eloquent  of  bards,  was  also  one 
of  the  wisest  of  men,  and  one  of  the  fastest  friends  of  freedom— that 
plant  under  which 

"  All  lift-  (lies,  (lealli  li\fs,  and  nature  breeds, 
Perverst.',  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  tliin^^s, 
Ahoininahle,  unutterable,  and  worse 
Tlian  tables  yet  have  fei^iin'il  or  fear  roneeiv'd;" — 

that  plant,  under  which  all  that  grows  to  duHle  the  earth,  to  pest  the 
air,  and  to  desecrate  the  works  of  Providence,  I  have  by  these  feeble 
hands,  assisted  to  loosen  l)y  the  roots, — and  my  exulting;-  hope  is — antl 
that  it  is  which  rills  my  heart  with  gratitude  to  you,  and  with  hopc_/b/- 
lis  all — that,  my  hands  being  strengthened  by  yours,  we  shall  succeed  at 
last  in  tearing  it  up,  and  brandishing  it  in  triumph  over  the  heads  of 
the  tyrants."  [Mr.  Brougham's  voice,  action,  and  look  in  this  energetic 
passage,  were  said  to  be  most  powerful,  and  the  cheering  of  the  nml- 
titude  tremendous.] 

Mr.  Bitoic. HAM  alluilcd  to  the  unanimity  whicli  prevaiUd  among  the 
other  candidates  on  this  <|uestion;  and  it  was  certainly  most  remarkable 
and  consolatory.  'I'heir  pledges  were  almost  as  em[)h,uic  as  his  own. 
"  The  foremost  topic  among  us  all,"  said  Lord  Morpeth,  "  may  now  be 
said  to  be  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  in 
which  we  directly  see  our  way  ;  and  the  obligations  of  religion  forbid  us 
to  stop  short."  Again,  he  observed,  "  while  as  a  patriot  and  a  philan- 
thropist 1  cannot  help  expressing  my  general  wishes  for  the  triumphant 
and  bloodless  march  of  t'reedom,  in  every  corner  of  the  globe — whether 
it  sweeps  away  a  Bourbon,  a  Don  Miguel,  or  a  Grand  Turk — whether 
it  inspires  France,  or  revives  Portugal,  or  regenerates  Greece — we  must 
not  forget  that  it  is  a  still  more  especial  duty  of  our  own  to  take  care 
that  the  blessings  of  freedom  should  be  extended  and  felt  in  our  own 
dominions,  and  among  our  own  fellow  subjects.  I  am  sure  you  all, 
gentlemen,  desire  and  demand  the  speediest  possible  abolition  of  negro 
slavery. — (Cheeks.)  Von  have  heard  much  to  his  credit  from  Mr.  Dun- 
combe —  I  believe  vou  will  hear  from  all  the  candidates,  assurances  of 
their  concurrence  in  ihis  Christian  object. — (Cheers.)  I  believe  this  has 
not  been,  as  somebody  has  hinted,  the  reason  exclusively,  yet  certainly 
very  signally,  why  vou  have  claimed  and  secured  for  yourselves  the 
consummate  mind  and  unrivalled  energies  of  Mr.  Brougham ;  (loud 
cheers)  and  happy  and  proud  for  you  wUl  be  that  day,  fellow  country- 
men, when  vou  will  be  able  to  reHect,  that  in  consequence  of  your  etibrts, 
and  of  the  efforts  of  those  whom  you  have  encouraged  and  incited,  and 
in  conse(|uence  too  of  your  example,  the  slave,  now  groaning  under  a 
brutalizing  bondage,  will  be  able  to  drop  his  knee  to  thank  heaven  for  its 
greatest  blessin<j:,  and  to  spring  again  to  the  earth  without  a  chain  and 
without  a  master.'' — (Reiterated  cheers.)  His  Lordship  gave  it  as  his 
decided  opinion  that  the  East  India  monopoly  should  not  be  permitted 
to  exist  an  hour  after  the  expiration  of  its  present  charter,  and  in  this 
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sentiment  Mr.  Duncombe  and  Mr.  Bethell  fully  concurred.  On  our 
pecniiar  topic  they  were  no  less  energetic  and  decisive.  "  There  is  one 
subject, "  said  Mr.  Duncombe,  "  to  which  1  must  allude,  because  I  find 
1  have  been  grossly  misrepresented  upon  it,  I  mean  the  subject  of 
colonial  slavery.  Gentlemen,  I  abhor  colonial  slavery.  I  will  yield  to 
no  man  in  an  anxious  desire  to  see  it  abolished  and  extinguished,  and 
my  public  conduct  will  sliew  the  sincerity  of  my  professions  on  this 
point.  To  represent  me  as  favourable  to  slavery  is  the  grossest  calumny 
that  ever  was  invented." 

"  Political  liberty,"  observed  Mr.  Bethell,  "  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
greatest  of  blessings,  and  its  excellence  consists  in  this,  that  it  is  the 
only  permanent  safeguard  of  personal  liberty :  and  if  we  are  lovers  of 
freedom,  surely  we  ought  not  to  be  contented  whilst  so  many  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  nay  our  fellow-subjects,  remain  in  the  most  brutalizing  bond- 
age. Tliis  subject  has  excited  tlie  highest  interest;  and  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  Parliament  must  take  some  effective  step  to  put  an 
end  to  this  abomiiia!)le  system  ;  and  I  shall  give  my  cordial  aid  to  ac- 
complish so  desirable  an  object.  Upon  this  subject,  at  least,  we  are  all 
united,  for  in  the  hearts  of  Englishmen  there  is  an  innate  hatred  of 
slavery.  The  opinion  of  this  county  has  been  loudly  and  decidedly 
raised  against  the  further  continuance  of  this  abominable  system,  and 
the  British  Legislature  must  take  steps  towards  its  final  extinction." 

In  the  midst,  however,  of  so  many  subjects  of  congratulation,  as 
respects  the  progress  of  our  cause  in  the  public  mind,  we  cannot  but 
mourn  over  the  absence  from  parliament,  we  trust  it  is  but  a  brief  and 
temporary  absence,  of  those  tried  and  fast  friends  of  our  cause,  Mr. 
William  Smith  and  Dr.  Lushington,  We  deem  it  to  be  a  calamity  to 
lose  their  public  services  at  such  a  moment  as  this.  We  hail  at  the 
same  time  the  return  of  many  to  Parliament  who  have  already  sig- 
nalized their  attachment  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  their  rooted  de- 
testation of  negro  slavery,  and  of  numbers  more  who  we  trust  will 
manifest  equal  zeal  in  this  cause. 

And  now  lor  further  action.  Parliament  will  meet  ere  long; — let  its 
table  groan  under  the  accumulated  weight  of  thousands  of  earnest 
prayers  for  the  utter  extinction  of  colonial  bondage  ;  and  let  them  be 
accompanied  by  the  earnest  aspirations  of  every  Christian,  that  He  who 
has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands,  w(»uld  incline  the  hearts  of  our 
rulers  to  "  let  the  oppressed  go  free  and  to  break  every  yoke,"  and  to 
"  send  them  forth  from  the  house  ol'  their  bondage."  "  Por  woe  unto  us 
if  we  wait  for  the  plagues  and  the  signs,  the  uondcrs  and  the  war,  the 
mighty  hand  and  the  outstretched  arm  !" 

And  Lt  us  li0[)e  that  France  having  happily  arinniplislied  her  own 
emancipation  from  lawless  tyranny,  will  unite  u  ith  us  in  wiping  out, 
from  her  fairescutchton  also,  the  foul  blot  of  slave  trading  and  slavery; — 
will  unite  with  us  in  breaking  the  manacles  of  the  slave,  and  in  con- 
signing, by  a  sokiiMi  compact,  the  future  dealers  in  human  Hesh,  of  what- 
ever nation,  to  the  merited  fate  of  felons  and  pirates. 

Wc  all  remember  the  eagernvs>  v.ith  which,  on  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons,  the  slavi.-  tiadr  was  iivixmI  ii'  I'raiirc.  .;iul  vhi  wicked  con- 
■  iivaiict  wiTn  ■.viii(h 'Ji'    i  ■.infur,  •!  ■■  i   lit:- i.  !'\  Us  s;;liuL^  (;i  llu  solemn 
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treaties  with  us  on  that  subject,  was  overlooked  and  even  pruter-ttir 
Shall  we  be  blind  to  the  retributive  justice  which  has  hurled  thim  tVom  a 
throne  thus  polluted  by  the  guilt  ot"  tolerated  rapine  and  blouil  ' 
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0\  the  9lh  of  June  last,  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  '.rtner.il 
Gaol  Delivery  was   held   at   Bridgetown  before  the  Chief  Justice.  Mr 
Braithwaite.     In  his   address  to   the   grand  jury,  he  observed,    "  th«> 
calendar,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  exhibits  an  appalling   list   of  ort'ence?.  and 
manv  of  them  of  a  very  heinous  nature."     He  might  well  sav  so,  as  r.» 
fewer  than  ten  persons  stood  upon  it  indicted  for  murder,  besides  a  st.ll 
larger  number  for  other  heinous  crimes.     What  became  of  the  allcztd 
murderers  we  are  not  told.     Nine  of  them  were  slaves,  and  the  tenth  .i 
white  man  named  W.  G.  Mandeville.     Of  the  fate  of  these  indictments 
not  one  syllable  is  said  in  the  newspapers  of  the  island.     Indeed  at'ter 
the  second  day's  proceedings  all  further  notice  of  the  trials  is  suddenly 
suspended,  for  reasons  which  may  be  imaijined  but  cannot  with  certainty 
be  assigned.     The  last  which   took  place  on  that  day  was  the  trial  of 
a  white  tiian,  James  Curtis,  for  maltreating  two  slaves  by  placing  irons 
on  their  limbs,  and  confining  them  in  a  room  of  his  house.     The  jury 
continued  inclosed  till  midnight  of  the  following  day,  when  they  de- 
clared they  were  unable  to  agree  in  their  verdict,  and  the  Court  was 
dissolved.     (Jf  the  manner  in  which  the  accused  murderers  black  and 
white  were  dealt  with,  as  we  have  already  stated,  not  one  word  is  said. 
But  with  respect  to  the  white,  strange  rumours  are  abroad,  and  we  trust 
that  strict  inipiisition  will  be  made  for  the  blood  which  he  was  assertt-d 
to  have  shed.    The  indictment,  we  understand,  charged  him  with  having:, 
in  the  most  wanton  and  unprovoked  manner,  killed  a  free  black  man 
of  the  name  of  Clarke,  by  deliberatelv  blowing  out  his  brains  with   a 
loaded  musket,  in  the  presence  of  several  slaves,  and  of  the  wife  of  the 
murdered  man,  who  herself,  it  is  said,  is  also  free.     It  is  further  ru- 
moured that  the  bill  of  indictment  was  thrown  out  by  the  grand  jurv. 
because  the  evidence  of  slaves  was  inadmissible  against  a  white,  and 
because  the  unfortunate  widow,  though  an  actual  witness  of  the  atro- 
cious deed,  and  in  possession  of  her  freedom,  yet  was  incapacitated  by  a 
law  recently  passed  in  Barbadoes,  and  sanctioned  by  the  crown,  from 
giving  evidence  against  a  white  man,  because  she  had  obtained  her  ma- 
numission in  England,  and  had  thereby  evaded  the  island  tax  of  50/. 
levied  on  each  act  of  manumission,  and  the  payment  of  v.hich  was  vin- 
dictively made  by  that  iniqiutous  law,  a  necessary  qualification  for  the 
right  of  giving  evidence  against  whites  in  a  court  of  justice.    The  whole 
of  the  record  of  the  Barbadoes  Grand  Sessions  of  June,  we  trust,  will 
be  called  for,  and  rigidly  scrutinized  by  his  Majesty's  Government. 
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^^ :'^^J}i^^^^'^  ^^^^  OF  THE  MEASIRES  PROPOSED  TO  BE 
^.^x^T^^rP  ^^  "^^  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT,  AND  OF  THE 
ic^n^  H^^'^  WHICH  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  CARRIED  INTO  EF- 
lovT.^^?^^"  ^^'  '^^^^  CROWN  AND  IN  THE  CHARTERED  CO- 
LONIES TO  THIS  TIME,  AUGUST  20,  1830. 

1-      To  provide  the  means  of  Education  and  religious  Instruction  for 

the  Slaves. 
Neither  m  the  Crown  nor  in  the  Chartered  Colonies  has  a  single 
legal  provision  been  made  for  securing  either  the  education  or  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  the  Slaves.  Sir  George  Murray  in  his  circular 
letter  to  the  Governors  of  chartered  colonies,  of  the  15th  September, 
1828,  (See  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  No.  52,  p.  54,)  urges  it  upon  them 
M'lth  great  force  that  provision  should  be  made  for  these  objects  by 
law  ;  and  ytt  the  new  Consolidated  Slave  Code  for  the  crown  colonies, 
contained  in  the  Order  of  the  King  in  Council  of  the  8th  of  February 
last,  and  which  is  held  out  as  the  model  of  legislation  for  the  chartered 
colonies,  makes  not  the  slightest  provision  on  the  subject.  (See  Anti- 
Slavery  Reporter,  No.  58,  p.  148.) 

2. —  To  put  an  end  to  Sunday  markets. 
The  Order  of  the  8th  February  last  abolishes  Sunday  markets  in  all 
the  crown  colonies,  and  empowers  the  Governor  to  appoint  another 
day  for  that  purpose.  Two  of  the  chartered  colonies,  Grenada  and 
Tobago,  have  also  abolished  Sunday  markets.  The  others,  instead  of 
abolishing,  have  legalized  and  established  them,  only  limitino-  their 
duration,  in  one  colony,  that  of  Barbadoes,  to  nine,  and  in  other  colonies 
to  eleven  o'clock.  But  even  these  enactments  are  altogether  illusory,  no 
relief  being  thereby  given  to  the  slaves,  nor  any  boon  conferred  upon 
them,  as  will  appear  under  the  succeeding  head. 

^-  To  make  Sunday,  vjhich  has  hitherto  been  to  the  slaves  a  day  of 
labour  m  their  provision  grounds,  henceforward  a  day  of  rest  and 
religious  observance,  by  alloicing  them  equivalent  time  in  lieu  of 
Sunday,  for  cultivating  their  provision  grounds  and  for  marketing. 
In  no  one  instance  has  this  recommendation  been  complied  with.  In 
no  colony,  whether  crown  or  chartered,  has  equivalent  time  in  lieu  of  Sun- 
day been  given  by  law  to  the  slave,  so  that  the  mere  prohibition  of  Sun- 
day markets,  or  the  mere  appointment  of  another  market  day,  even  where 
such  prohibition  and  appointment  have  taken  place,  wiirnot  afford  to 
the  slave  tlu^  opportunities  of  rest  or  religious  observance,  or  the  power 
of  attending  the  market  on  any  week  day  unless  that  day  is  secured  to 
him  by  law.  In  fact,  no  equivalent  time  being  allotted  to  him  for  that 
labour  ot  raising  provisions  for  himself  and  family,  to  which  the  Sunday 
has  hitherto  been  devoted,  he  must  of  necessity  still  employ  his  Sunday 
for  that  object,  otherwise  he  and  his  family  must  starve.  This  point  will 
be  found  fully  explained  and  proved  in  the  Reporters,  No.  41,  p.  315 — 
318,  No.  52.  p.  fi7,  No.  58,  p.  134—139,  and  No.  60,  p.  196—199. 
It  will  be  found  further  illustrated  and  proved  at  p.  19,  20,  d:c.  of  a 
pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barry,  a  Methodist  Mis- 
sionary, from  .lamaica,  under  the  title  of  "  a  letter  to  Sir  George  Murray." 
What  pos.Mbility  can  exist  cither  of  rest  or  religious  observance  on  the 
Sabbath  niuloi  such  ciirumstanccs  ''     And  yet  it  is  hypociiticallv  argued 
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llial  to  make  ihe  slaves  relij^cious,  is  a  necessary  [)relii<lo  tu  iluir  liee- 
duin  ;  and  that  all  idea  o(  tlieir  emancipation  must  he  jKjst[>u[icd  tdl 
lliis  Hist  step  sliall  have  been  taken.  But  alter  seven  yeais  of  promKc 
this  first  step  has  not  yet  been  taken  in  any  coluny,  nor  it'  K.-ft  to  ilu- 
colonists  tliemselves  will  it  ever  be  taken.  In  order  to  education  and 
instruction  time  is  obviously  reiiuired,  and  that  lime  they  have  not  L,nveM, 
and  will  not  give,  even  to  the  children.  The  universal  refusal  of  tht 
colonists  to  grant  to  the  slaves  equivalent  time  in  lieu  of  Sunday,  when 
viewed  in  connection  with  the  clauses,  in  the  disallowed  Acts  of  Jamaica, 
which  prohibit  the  slaves  from  attending  divine  worship  between  sunset 
and  sunrise  (all  their  other  time  being  passed  in  hard  labour)  proves 
most  clearly,  notwithstanding  the  professions  of  the  colonists,  that  their 
real  object  is  to  prevent,  not  to  promote  education  and  religious  in- 
struction. 

4. — To  admit  the  testimony  of  slaves  in  cicd  and  criminal  cases. 
In  the  new  Order  the  evidence  of  slaves  is  made  admissible  in  all 
the  crotvn  colonies  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  free  persons  ;  except 
that  a  court  or  jury  may  advert  to  their  servile  state  as  atiecting  their 
credit.     (See  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  No.  .^tS,  p.  146.) 

Of  the  chartered  colonies  Grenada  and  Tobago  alone  have  admitted 
the  evidence  of  slaves  without  restriction.  In  the  other  chartered 
colonies  the  restrictions  imposed  on  that  admission  are  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  render  their  apparent  concessions  perfectly  futile  and  valueless. 
(See  ibid.  No.  33,  p.  180,  No.  38,  p.  '266,  No.  43,  p.  348,  <!tc.) 
5.  —  To  legalize  the  marriages  and  to  protect  the  connubial  rights  oj 

slaves. 
The  new  Order  of  February  last,  legalizes  slave  marriages  in  the 
croicii  colonies,  by  all  classes  of  religious  teachers,  it  being  provided 
however  that  such  marriages  shall  not  invest  the  parties  or  their  pro- 
o-env  with  any  rights  at  variance  with  the  owners  title  to  them  and  their 
services.     (See  ibid.  No.  58,  p.  131,  and  141.) 

In  none  of  the  chartered  colonies  are  either  adequate  facilities  or 
sanctions  given  to  marriage,  on  the  contrary  in  all  of  them  the  most 
absurd  impediments  are  interposed.  (See  ib.  No.  29,  No.  33,  p.  179, 
No.  38,  p.  265,  No.  43,  p.  347,  No.  48,  p.  279,  and  No.  60,  p.  195.) 
6.  —To  prevent  the  separation  of  Families  by  Sale. 
The  new  Order  in  Council  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  former 
Orders,  inasmuch  as  it  prohibits,  in  all  the  croic/t  colonies,  the  separa- 
tion of  families,  not  by  judicial  sales  only,  but  by  sales  of  whatever 
kind.  No  adeipiate  provision  however  has  been  made  for  obtaining  and 
preserving  a  record  of  those  family  ties  which  the  law  tuibids  to  be 
broken. 

In  all  the  chartered  colonies  the  pretended  attempts  to  remedy  this 
evil,  are  in  a  remarkable  degree  evasive   and  worthless.     (See  ib.  No. 
18.  p.  251—254;  No.  19,  p.  272,  &  No.  28,  p.  85—90;   No.  ;i3,  p. 
179  ;  No.  38,  p.  264—274,  and  No.  52,  p.  74.) 
7. — To  protect   the  Slaves  by   law  in  acquirimi,  pof'Stssing,  and 
transmitting    Property. 
The  iHw  Order  in  Council  coiifeis  on  the  Slave.-  in  tin  i  i.nm  tdlonii>. 
iheii>:litof  [Mopcnv,   ami  tlie  riL'ht  also  <  I  imoslcumu-   and  dek  iidinp 
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actions  at  law  in  respect  to  such  property.  Slaves  however,  there  is 
reason  to  fear,  are  still  debarred  even  in  the  crown  colonies,  as  they 
certainly  are  in  all  the  chartered  colonies,  from  cultivating  or  pos- 
sessing, buying  or  selling  any  of  the  staple  articles  of  culture,  such  as 
sugar,  coffee,  indigo,  cotton,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (See  ib.  No.  34,  p.  191,  and 
No.  58,  p.  142.) 

The  legislatures  of  the  various  c//or<er<?rf  colonies,  have  pretended  to 
legislate  on  this  subject,  but  their  enactments  are  of  the  most  ineffective 
and  delusive  description.  (See  ib.  No.  29,  p.  103;  No.  33,  p.  179; 
No.  37,  p.  242  ;  No.  38,  p.  264—274,  and  No.  60,  p.  201.) 

8. —  To  grant  to  the  Slaves  a  right  of  redeeming  themselves  or 
any  of  their  family,  at  a  fair  appraisement. 

In  none  of  the  chartered  colonies  is  this  right  given  to  the  Slaves. 

In  all  the  crown  colonies  the  new  Order  has  imposed  the  compulsory 
manumission  clause  (a  clause  however  whicli  falls  far  short  of  the 
Spanish  law) — but  it  introduces  some  new  and  oppressive  provisions 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Slave.  One  is  that  if  a  donation  shall  be 
given  to  the  Slave  to  enable  him  to  purchase  his  freedom,  the  manu- 
mission shall  be  void.  Another  is  that  if  an  owner  or  manager  shall 
prove,  that  within  the  preceding  five  years  a  slave  had  committed  a 
theft,  all  further  proceedings  towards  his  manumission  shall  be  stayed 
for  five  years.     (See  ib.  No.  58.  p.  132 — 145.) 

9. —  To  limit  the  power  of  arbitrary  punishment  possessed  by  the 
master  and  his  agents,  and  to  restrain  its  abuse. 

The  new  Order  of  February  1830,  omits  that  clause  in  the  former 
Order,  which  inhibited  the  master  from  inflicting  punislmient  on  his 
slave  until  24  hours  had  elapsed — a  most  unhajipy  omission  when 
the  violent  and  impetuous  habits  of  those  who  have  the  power  of  arbit- 
rary punishment  in  tlieir  hands  is  considered. 

The  master,  in  the  crown  colonies,  and  by  the  legislatures  of  two  or 
three  of  the  chartered  colonies,  is  limited  to  the  infliction  of  25  lashes 
at  one  time, — but  in  the  chartered  colonies  generally,  the  power  of 
punishment  remains  as  it  was.  Not  only  may  39  lashes  of  the  cart- 
whip  be  inflicted  on  any  man,  woman  or  child,  for  any  offence  or  for 
no  offence,  and  without  being  obliged,  within  that  limit,  to  render  a 
reason  for  the  infliction  ;  but  the  master  may  further  imprison  in  the 
stocks  or  in  the  workhouse,  for  any  length  of  time  he  may  think  proper, 
without  being  liable  to  any  penalty  for  so  doing.  (See  ib.  No.  60,  p.  205.) 
10.  —  To  provide  that  a  regular  record  shall  be  kept,  and  a  regular 
return  made  of  all  arbitrary  punishments  by  the  master  or  his 
agents. 
The  necessity  of  this  record  even  in  the  crown  colonies  is  confined  to 
slaves  employed  in  agricultural  or  manufacturing  labour,  (which  does  in 
point  of  fact  limit  it  to  plantations,)  and  it  does  not  therefore  extend 
to  the  case  of  mechanics,  domestics,  &c.  not  attached  to  plantations  ; — 
and  yet  these  are  still  more  exposed  to  the  excesses  of  passion  and 
caprice  than  even  the  field-slaves  themselves.  (See  ib.  No.  5S,  p.  141.) 
— In  none  of  the  chartered  colonies  is  any  return  required  of  arbitrary 
punishments  bv  the  master,  or  even  any  adequate  record  of  such  puaish- 
ments. 
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11. —  To    abclish    entirely   the  practice  of    t{<*rymg    Females. 
In    the  crown  colonies,  ftmalc  Hogging  is   abolij^t-d  — but  it  ih  not 
.ilx)lished    ill  any   one  of  the   chartered   colonies.      The  Assembly   of 
Jamaica  refused  by  a  large  majority,  lo  enact  that  w.nien  should  ccaee 
to  be  indecently  Jiogged.     (See  ib.  No.  29,  p.  107.^ 

12. —  To  abolish,  entirely  the  use  of  the  drivi/i(]-'<  uip  in  the  f  eld, 

as  n.  stiinulns  to  labour. 
Of  the  chartered  colonies,  the  Bahamas  alone  ^uUere  there  never 
was  any  driving)  has  abolished  the  driving-whip.  In  the  new  Order 
for  the  cruurn  coloiues,  there  is  a  change  of  terms  in  the  prohibitory 
clause  on  this  subject  which,  it  is  feared,  mav  open  a  door  to 
abuse.  The  former  Order  forbade  the  use  of  "  any  whip,  cat  or  other 
instrument  of  hke  nature,"  ''for  the  purpose  of  comprlling  or  causing 
any  slave  to  perform  labour  of  any  kind  or  naturt-  it- hnt soever."  The 
present  Order  omits  the  clause  in  italics,  and  forbids  the  vise  of  "  any  cat, 
whip  or  other  instrument  usually  employed  in  the  ptini>  hment  of  slaves ; '' 
instead  oi '' other  instruvient  of  like  nature.'' — See  ih.  No.  58,  p.  130 
—  139.) 

13. — To  appoint  protectors  of  the  Slaves  in  (•^■^ry  Colony. 
This  is  done  only  in  the  croitm  colonies.     The  chartered  colonies 
have  all  refused  to  appoint  a  Protector  of  slaves. 

14. — To  provide  that  in  future  no  person  being  a  Protector  of  Slaves, 

or  interested  in  Slave  property ,  should  be  apfxunted  by  the  Crown 

to    the  offices  of  Protector  of  Slaves,  Governor.  Judge,  Fiscal, 

Attorney-General,  Bishop,  Clergyman  or  saiancd  Teacher,  and 

gencrallu  to  any  function  connected  with  the  adniinistration  of 

the  Slave  laws. 

This  has  been  carried  into  full   effect  in   the   crown  colonies  with 

respect  to  Protectors,  but  not   with   respect  to  Assistant   Protectors 

(See  lb.  No,  58,  p.  133).   These  are,  to  a  man.  Slave  proprietors. 

In  the  chartered  colonies  this  proposed   reform  has  had  little  or  no 

operation  hitherto — except  that  it  is  believed  that  the  Government  have 

not  lately  appointed  Governors  or  Judges  from  among  slave  holders. 

15. — To  prcnjide  that  in  questions  involving  the  Slavery   or  freedom 

of  individuals,  the  presumption    of  law  shall   be    in  favour   of 

freedom. 

This  rule  has  been  adopted  by  Grenada,  but  by  no  ether  of  the 
chartered  Colonies.  In  the  crown  Colonies  of  Trinidad  and  St.  Lucia, 
it  is  also  acted  upon. 

16. —  To  purify  the  administration  of  justice. 
No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  this  end. 

No  measures  have  been  taken  or  even  proposed  by  Government,  for 
abating  the  intensity,  or  shortening  the  duration  of  that  excessive  toil, 
■which  is,  at  tliis  moment,  wasting  negro  life  at  a  dreadful  rate. 

But  even  were  this  and  all  the  other  measures  enumerated  above, 
carried  into  full  effect,  it  qould  only  be  regarded  as  a  step  towards  that 
consummation  which  is  never  to  be  lost  sight  of,   tmf.    early   anu 

TOTAL     ABOLITION     Of     SlaVEEY     THROUGHOUT    THE    BRITISH     UO- 

MINIONS. 
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